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2022 is Cascade Mountain’s 60th anniversary.  Congratulations!  Located just off I90/94 at the highway 33 exit 
east of Baraboo, Cascade is a popular destination for skiers, boarders, and tubers from Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois.  The ski hill was established in 1962 with one chair lift, one T-bar, and one rope tow.  Today the hill 
features 11 lifts serving 48 runs ranging from beginner to most difficult, plus the snow tubing park.  The lifts 
include 8 chair lifts (2 of which are high speed quads), 2 magic carpets, and 1 tow rope.  The hill offers 450 feet of 
vertical over 175 acres. 

The Cascade Mountain ski patrol was founded in the same year as the hill (1962) and is a part of the National Ski 
Patrol.  The patrol works alongside the management of Cascade Mountain to ensure that guests have a safe, and 
enjoyable skiing experience. 

The mission of Cascade Mountain Ski Patrol is one of being committed to serving 
Cascade Mountain management by providing first aid to any guest needing and 
requesting it, by promoting safety education to the public and employees, and by 
monitoring, marking and possibly closing potentially dangerous areas to the skiing 
public.  

The patrol consists of approximately 125 members who come from a broad array of 
backgrounds, professions, and experiences, but who all share a strong desire to ski and 
or snow board, and to help people.  Patrollers benefit by learning and maintaining new 
skills in first aid and safety, improving their own skiing or boarding abilities, and making 
new friendships. 

Today the patrol is led by Dick Wolkowski (Patrol Representative) and Gretchen Girard 
(Patrol Director).  The PR role has a greater focus on issues relating to the South-Central 
Region of NSP.  The PD role is more focused on the operational aspects of the Cascade 
Mountain Ski Patrol. 



 

 

Being just of I90/94, and drawing heavily from the Chicago area for guests, it’s quite 
common to interact with folks who don’t have English as their first language.  The 
variety of languages you’ll encounter while patrolling is pretty impressive.  It’s a good 
idea to keep possible language barriers in mind when responding to an incident.   

The hill is open seven days a week from 9:00 or 10:00 am until 8:00 or 10:00 pm, 
depending on the day of the week.  The patrol covers these hours with a day shift which runs from opening until 
5:00 pm, swing shifts from 3:00 until 7:00 pm, and night shifts from 5:00 pm to close.  Patrollers work a fixed 
schedule throughout the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in more info on Cascade Mountain Ski Patrol, you can find it at  

https://cascademountainskipatrol.com/ 

https://cascademountainskipatrol.com/

