
Section 2
By Stephanie Lent
Section Chief
Hello again from Section II!
Let's hope the new year brings
us all a healthier environment,
more snow, and a return to
those things we haven't been
able to do for the better part of a
year. I am anxiously awaiting
my turn for a vaccination.

With the condensing of our
Region into three Sections from

the previous four, and our inability to hold our Annual Awards
Banquet this past year, we are currently planning on BOTH our
Section III and Section II chiefs cohosting the 2021 event. That
means Mike Hare and yours truly will be planning this year. We are
tentatively scheduled for Saturday August 21 at a location as yet to
be determined. So mark your calendars and cross your fingers.
Stay tuned: more to come on this.

I know that many of you, myself included, have opted out of
patrolling this season for health/safety reasons. It was a difficult
decision for me; ski patrol is a very important part of my life, and
has been for several decades. I miss being on the hill terribly, but on
my balance sheet (and everyone's is different) the risks simply
outweighed the benefits. And I fully expect to be back on the hill
next season. I am also missing being at the Birkie – this would have
been my 10th year patrolling there. Did you know that the race is
being run with NO SKI PATROL at all this year? It will be skied on
a loop trail with no crowds, and no bus transportation to and from
the checkpoints. Participants will have to drive themselves to the
start/finish line with their equipment, change in their cars, provide
their own sustenance, and possibly their own first aid. Not sure what
will happen to those who can't finish skiing the race – should be
interesting.

In other Section II news, it seems like the hills in my section are
seeing record numbers of skiers this season. We are all tired of being
cooped up inside, that's for sure. And each hill has its own protocol
to keep skiers safe this year, so if you plan on skiing around, be sure
to check out the hills' websites for ticket information and restrictions.

Our Region's only Nordic patrol, Blue Mound Nordic SP, is also
having a 'different' season. Blue Mound State Park has closed and
locked its shelters (which also house the restrooms, the patrol
supplies and radios), and canceled the candlelight ski dates, so folks
are pretty much on their own skiing out there as well.

Kudos to those of you who opted to patrol this year! I hope you are
doing everything you can to allay exposure to the dreaded COVID
19 virus, and wish for you a short wait for a vaccination.

If you have news to report, questions, comments or concerns, let me
know how I can be of service to you. My contact information: email:
sjlent@wisc.edu, and phone: 6088311784.

Outdoor Emergency Care
By David Kleinschmidt
Hi everyone; I hope this
edition of the SWEEP finds
everyone healthy and out
there enjoying the snow we
received at the end of 2020.
It was a wait but so
enjoyable for the holiday
weekend.

With the directives from the Division and National
office, we find ourselves with a quiet fall refresher
season that was uneventful. Refreshers were conducted
online only with the practical portion being added into
the 2021 fall refresher season coming up. That said, all
hills in our region completed their programs and courses
were closed out in a timely fashion. With the inability to
meet for any CEIC courses or T/E courses, we had a
quiet end to the year. We still have some people working
on the OEC 6 certification to instruct with about 60
percent completing the program at this point. We hope
there is a push to get the balance of instructors up to
speed so there is a smooth transition going into this
summer and fall OEC courses. Please remember, you
must complete the OEC 6 rollout to be able to instruct
going forward. OEC IORs please feel free to reach out
to me to see who on your patrol has not completed the
certification and we can put a plan together to get them
through the process.

I encourage all patrollers to get a copy of the new OEC
6 curriculum as there are many changes to protocols
with patient assessment and the prioritization of injury.
The eBook is quite economical and will help you
tremendously in understanding why these changes were
made. Please take the time this season while on the hill
to practice these items so they become commonplace for
us. Our motto should be "Better care for a better
experience" for our clients as they enjoy the winter
season with us.

Last is an item brought to us by our Region Director
Steve Paladini. Please make sure you complete your
Youth Protection Training as many of us in OEC use
underage patients and help in our training scenarios. The
course is about two hours long and was an eye opener
for me on what can happen without us even knowing.
Highly recommend the time taking the course as it is
valuable information, we can all use.

Happy New Year to all and a very safe and healthy 2021.


