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The year was 1947.  Veterans of the 10th Mountain Division 
were back from WWII and invigorating the U.S. ski scene.  They 
were building ski hills, joining ski equipment companies, and 
becoming leaders in the ski patrol.   

Though it doesn’t tout a connection with the 10th, there is one 
local ski area that also started up in 1947. 

 

It’s a little gem by the name of Blackhawk Ski Club in Middleton Wisconsin.  The purpose of the 
club was and still is to foster and develop skiing and a lifelong love of outdoor activities in the 
Madison area.  It started out as a ski jumping only club.  This is still a big part of the equation.  
In 1962, a tow rope and down-hill skiing were added.  Today, members have a year-round club 
that offers skiing in all forms including jumping, alpine (ski, board and telemark), and nordic.  
Also available are mountain biking and biathlon.  The club sponsors several competitive teams 
in the various skiing disciplines.  Lessons are also a popular weekly occurrence. 

There is a strong family vibe at Blackhawk.  Most memberships are of the family variety.  Some of the members 
learned to ski at Blackhawk when they were kids, and now their kids (or grandkids) are learning there as well.  The 
hill relies on towropes to get back up to the top (5 in total).  That said though, a three-hour outing can yield a lot 
of skiing with a bunch of loops down and up the hill. 

In 2022, Blackhawk got a new patrol director, and his name is Rob Kudrie.  Rob is an excellent patroller and will do 
a great job of leading the Blackhawk patrol, though the shoes he’ll be filling are large.  The previous director, Ken 
Matusek, retired after 30 years of leadership.  Thirty years ago, the previous director asked Ken if he would be 
willing to help out “a bit”.  “A bit” quickly turned into the whole job.  Under Ken’s leadership the Blackhawk patrol 
has flourished.  In 2020 it received the Outstanding Small Alpine Patrol award.  Its recent 25% growth in patrol 
membership, broad range of venues covered, and active involvement in South-Central Region training activities 
are all reasons for the patrol earning this honor. 



 

 

The Blackhawk patrol carries a roster of 25-30 members who cover 16 shifts per week.  As 
members, many patrollers have young children who are taking lessons.  As a result, it may 
well have the youngest average age of patrols in the region.  The range of venues also 
makes Blackhawk unique.  The patrol is responsible for covering not only alpine skiing and 
events, but also the nordic and bike trails, biathlon, and ski jumping practices and events.  
The range of duties for Blackhawk patrollers is also unique.  Patrollers at most hills open 
lifts, check toboggans, pull ribbons, and most importantly take care of injured guests.  
Being a member of the club (a prerequisite), a Blackhawk patroller’s duties also include 
opening the chalet, starting up the rope tows, turning on the hill lights, grooming bad 
spots on the snow with shovel and rake, and possibly lighting the fireplace in the chalet as 

well.   

As the children of patrollers get older and are looking for more vertical and 
longer runs, Blackhawk patrollers have become regulars at other hills in the 
region.  In this way, the Blackhawk patrol serves as a feeder system for trained 
patrollers for other hills.  While the patrol can take pride in this, it also adds to 
the need to continually recruit new candidates.  Rob is always happy to have 
patrollers from other hills add Blackhawk as a secondary patrol.  So, if what 
you’ve read here appeals to you, feel free to reach out to Rob and explore the 
opportunities. 

If you are interested in more info on Blackhawk Ski Club and its patrol, you can find it at  
https://blackhawkskiclub.org 

 

The 10th Mountain Division 
 
If you’re a student of the famous 10th Mountain Division, you know that there is a close tie between the 10th 
and the ski patrol of the late 1930s and 1940s.  You also know that after the war, many of these returning 
veterans became movers and shakers in the U.S. ski industry.  They started ski hills, built resorts, joined 
equipment manufacturers, and became new leaders in the ski patrol.  Many credit this group with driving the 
rapid growth of the U.S. ski industry after World War II.  Arapahoe Basin and Aspen are a couple of ski areas 
you might have heard of that were started by 10th Mountain alumni in 1947.  Both are close to where Camp 
Hale was located, the 10th’s training area prior to being deployed to fight in the Italian campaign of WWII.  1947 
was also the same year that Howard Head, in collaboration with members of the 10th, designed the Head 
Standard ski. 
 
For more information on the 10th, you can take a look at page 4 of the OEC 6th edition manual or search the 
internet with the key words “10th Mountain Division”. 
 

 


